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SGA PROHIBITS HOVERBOARDS, APPROVES VEGAN FOOD 
OPTIONS AS STUDENTS VOICE RFRA DECISION OPINIONS
By JARED CASTO
THE PARTHENONThe Marshall University Student Government Administration approved resolutions to provide more vegan options in the dining halls and prohibit the use of hoverboards in campus buildings dur-ing Tuesday’s meeting.The resolution to prohibit hoverboards in campus buildings is 
a response to the increasing concerns of the devices catching fire.According to student body president Duncan Waugaman, the university is likely to ban hoverboards across the campus.“I’ll just let you know that they’re going to get banned,” Wauga-man said. “So if you guys want to get ahead of the curve and show our support of the university’s decision or our dissent with the university’s decision, then that is what I suggest to you.”The resolution to prohibit hoverboards in campus buildings was approved.A resolution to ask for more vegan options in the dining halls was also passed. Senator Elise Gooding said the lack of foods that satisfy vegan diets is a problem for vegan students who must eat at the dining halls.“I feel like it’s not very good when we pay $2,000 and some days there are students who there’s not a lot of food options for them or it’s just the same stuff over and over,” Gooding said.Two students attended the meeting to present their concerns about last week’s failed resolution to condemn the West Virginia Legislature’s Religious Freedom and Restoration Act. Senior philosophy and biology student Leif Olson read a letter to SGA condemning those who voted against the resolution. Olson 
threatened to file a Freedom of Information Act request to obtain the names of those who voted against the resolution so they could 
be “held up, defamed and vilified.”“If you cannot sympathize with the struggles and the very lives of your fellow students and constituents, you yourselves are the lesser humans and thus you have no reason to be involved in poli-tics,” Olson said.Cody Jones, a second year graduate student studying public ad-ministration, took a “different angle” when he spoke on the behalf of the student body. Jones mostly discussed problems with the law 
itself. Jones said that the bill is superfluous due to existing laws such as the First Amendment that already protect the religious freedoms of American citizens.“Why do you need a bill when we already have the First Amend-ment in the federal constitution and, on our state constitution, we also have another religious protection act?” Jones said. “This bill 
does nothing to extend your religious rights as a person and your personal practice, but merely allows you to take what you believe and place it onto others.”
Waugaman addressed the senate during his executive message and voiced his approval of the body looking at more legislative is-sues. Waugaman recommended certain bills that should be looked 
at by the SGA, such as House Bill 2446, which allows firearms on college campuses and House Bill 4182, which increases fees for students taking more than 16 credit hours.Waugaman also talked about a new phone app for Marshall Uni-versity students, asking the body for potential testers.
Jared Casto can be contacted at casto178@marshall.edu.
By CLARA MAYNARD
THE PARTHENONMayor Steve Williams focused on the proposed 
budget for fiscal year 2016 to 2017 during his State of the City address Tuesday afternoon in the City Council chambers.  Williams said while departmental budgets 
were flat, the city’s insurance line was creating a hole in the budget. “Our insurance line is made up of property and casualty insurance, workers’ compensation and 
our health care benefits,” Williams said. Williams said insurance posed a much larger problem than the public safety pension chal-lenges the city faced seven years ago. “Seven years ago we had a legislature that was able to step in to help us resolve this problem. No such luck now,” Williams said departing from his prepared speech. “This is our problem, we have to own it and in owning it we have to resolve it.”   Williams said insurance costs were seemingly 
the only expenditure the city had no solution to establish control. 
“The reason is, that we’re having this difficulty, 
we are a self-insured entity, and subsequently, we have a very small pool in which to spread our risks,” Williams said. Williams said the city’s projections indicate in-surance costs could easily increase 40 percent in 
the next year.
“When we consider the last budget that some of 
us as city council in the fiscal year of ’13 passed,  if the projections are accurate the insurance costs in 
that five year period of time—four year period of time will have doubled,” Williams said.Williams said the city would continue negotia-tions with three bargaining units and solicit bids from prospective insurers in the coming weeks 
to find a solution to the “hole” in the budget. Williams spoke about the vacant buildings ordi-
nance passed by City Council six to two on January 21. Williams said the ordinance would enable the city to create a registry for vacant properties. “Our Unsafe Buildings Commission has a list of 250 structures that need to be demolished,” Wil-liams said. “I’m told that there can easily be an additional 500 buildings on that list.” The cost to demolish all the buildings on the 
list would be in excess of $2.5 million. An anony-mous donor has given $100,000 for demolition purposes and the city pledged to match that do-nation with $100,000 from the capital budget. Williams discussed the opiate epidemic and 
the Mayor’s Office of Drug Control Policy, which he created in November 2014. “All segments of our community have joined together to radically change the dialogue about addiction,” Williams said, again departing from his prepared speech. Williams was interrupted by applause while 
recognizing police chief Jim Johnson, deputy 
fire chief Jan Rader and Huntington Police De-partment Criminal Intelligence analyst Scott 
Lemley for saving lives in a fight against the opi-ate epidemic. Williams concluded the State of the City ad-dress with the mention of radical cooperation, a 
phrase he repeated numerous times.  
“As we exercise this community endeavor of radical cooperation, imagine the community and the destiny that we will have created,” Williams said.  
Clara Maynard can be contacted at may-
nard294@marshall.edu.
MAYOR WILLIAMS DISCUSSES 
PROPOSED BUDGET, OPIATE 
EPIDEMIC IN STATE OF THE CITY
Huntington Mayor Steve Williams delivers his State of the City address Monday in the city council chambers 
at city hall. Williams discussed his proposed budget for the 2017 fiscal year. 
RYAN FISCHER | THE PARTHENON
Second-year graduate public administration student Cody Jones 
voices his opinion Tuesday of SGA’s Feb. 10 failed resolution to 
condemn the West Virginia legislature’s Religious Freedom and 
Restoration Act.
JARED CASTO | THE PARTHENON
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By SABRENA HIRST
THE PARTHENONMarshall University made flu vaccines avail-able to all students and faculty with a valid ID Tuesday in the Memorial Student Center. Vaccines were administered through the help of the Cabell County Health Department and Marshall Health professionals.Rosa McAllister, a full time graduate assis-tant for the Student Health Education Program ,was in the MSC helping students fill out the necessary paperwork for their vaccinations. “We had a lot of left over vaccinations from last semester and we wanted to go ahead and set it up again for this semester,” McAllister said.Some students do not receive the vaccine for various reasons, including not knowing where to get vaccinated, insurance costs or transportation to a location that will admin-ister vaccines. 
“It is free for all students and faculty just to make sure everyone has access to the flu vac-cine that needs it that may not know where else to go to get it.” McAllister said. McAllister said this could be a great op-portunity for exchange students and others involved with the INTO program. “We are around each other quite often and it is easily caught, McAllister said. “Also, during orientations, we have a lot of interna-tional students that ask when and where they can get the flu vaccine because they come in without any insurance, they are not familiar with the area. So it is very, very easy for them to come and do it here. They are a little more prone to the flu because they are not used to our climate and they are not used to the differ-ent germs that we spread around. Especially for the first time international students, it is much easier, I believe, for them to get the flu.”Although the vaccine can help prevent 
students from getting the flu, it is not for cer-tain going to prevent students from catching the virus. Students who are sick can worsen their conditions if they go unchecked.“Getting the flu and of course not taking care of the flu can result in other problems,” McAllister said. “High fevers are very bad for your brain function and health in general. I think that is just overall good to do.” Registered nurse from the Cabell County Health Department Carol Simmons, Marshall nursing student Marissa Schott and fourth year pharmacy student Delilah Navarro were distributing the vaccines to students.“We are equipped to handle as many that greet us at our table and that are willing,” Simmons said. “The surrounding states have already been reporting more severe cases that anticipated. So that brings to light that maybe we need to introduce the flu vaccine and its availability.”
For college students who are constantly interacting and have a lot of responsibilities, it is important to keep health a top priority to help prevent sickness. When it comes to preventing the flu, Simmons and Schott gave some advice.Simmons said that students and staff should makes sure their immune system is strong enough to fight off the flu. Schott said wash-ing your hands, maintaining good hygiene and eating and sleeping right are essential in pre-venting the flu.The vaccination is good for a year. While it is important to follow additional steps to protect oneself, the most important step, the vaccination, is now easily accessible on cam-pus at least one time each semester. 
Sabrena Hirst can be contacted at 
Hirst1@marshall.edu.
Vaccines available to students, faculty
The SOCiety uses crocheting trend to connect with students
RYAN FISCHER | THE PARTHENON
By ELAYNA CONARD
THE PARTHENONOnly those with a full beard can really appreciate the protection they offer against the harsh winter weather. However, The SO-Ciety is making available the warmth of a full beard to all who can crochet. The latest Pinterest trend is hit-ting campus one crochet beard at a time. “We are all trying to learn a new skill to bond,” President of The SOCiety, Bri Shelton said. The SOCiety is hoping to bond with new mem-bers and host creative events to engage those with or without a sociology background. The SOCiety targeted for students with a sociology major or minor, but through fundraisers such as the crochet beards, The SOCiety aims to get more students involved in the organization. Shelton said she believes more publicity and out-reach programs will help the club grow into a more active presence on campus. Shelton said many stu-dents confuse psychology and sociology. Vice presi-dent of The SOCiety Nick 
Bolen called sociology the “friendship science.” Fo-cused on the organization of groups, sociology analyzes 
the masses while psychology examines the individual. Club members got the idea for a crochet beard fundraiser 
at their holiday gift exchange. One member received a cro-chet beard as a gift and it spurred the idea for the club 
to make them. The club is of-fering to teach students how to crochet and make the cro-chet beards on Tuesdays in 
Smith Hall at 3:30 p.m. SOCiety member Jor-dan Lambert is leading the crochet lessons. Students can make a crochet beard for themself or choose to donate one to charity. The club hopes to use its cro-cheting skills to also make mats out of plastic grocery bags for the homeless. Once getting the crochet skill down, the club plans to sell crochet beards in the Memorial Student Center and at Marshall sporting events. Goals for the crochet beard include seeing the student section in bright green crochet beards upon 
the first chilly football game of the season next year. Those interested can get involved in The SOCiety through its Twitter, at  the-SOCiety_MU and its weekly Tuesday meeting in Smith Hall. The club will be using Twitter to post more infor-mation about crocheting and crochet beards. With help from The SO-Ciety, what used to be only for rugged outdoorsmen – a beard – can now be worn by all on campus.
Elayna Conard can be 
contacted at conard3@
marshall.edu. 
The SOCiety teaches students a new skill by offering lessons on how to crochet beards. Each student can choose to keep the crocheted 
beard or donate it to a charity. 
By LYDIA WAYBRIGHT
THE PARTHENONMarshall University ministry UKirk wel-comed Robin Blakeman to the Campus Christian Center Tuesday to give a presenta-tion on “Faith and the Environment.”Blakeman is a Marshall alumnus and was involved in the Presbyterian campus minis-try when she attended Marshall in the 1980s. Blakeman currently works as the organizer for the Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition. “Thanks, Ellen, for inviting me back home,” Blakeman said to UKirk interim minister Ellen Dawson. Blakeman showed students OVEC’s website and discussed what the organization’s mission is.“Our main mission is to support people in communities where there are environmental problems,” Blakeman said. According to Blakeman, OVEC does not go into a community unless they are invited by people who live there. Blakeman said OVEC helps communities by giving them media attention and lobbying state and national leg-islatures on their behalf. Blakeman told students how she ended up with the job she has now.“In 2000, I found myself at Louisville Pres-byterian Seminary,” Blakeman said.Blakeman said she served a small church in Covington, Ohio for a brief period after she finished seminary. “It never felt like exactly where I was 
supposed to be,” Blakeman said.In 2007, Blakeman moved back to Hun-tington and began volunteering for OVEC. Blakeman said the first thing she was asked to do was lead a prayer circle. Blakeman showed students a sample of a prayer for West Vir-ginia. Students took turns reading the prayer aloud one sentence at a time. “Within six months a position opened up,” Blakeman said. Blakeman has worked as an organizer with OVEC since 2008.“They wanted someone who could be a li-aison with the faith community, with the Huntington community,” Blakeman said.Blakeman said she is from Huntington, but never imagined herself coming back to live and work in the city.“Don’t ever let anyone tell you that God doesn’t bring you back home,” Blakeman said. Blakeman discussed the effects of moun-taintop removal from both an environmental and a faith perspective. “You have to look at it in more of a broad picture and more of a realistic picture,” Blake-man said.“Realizing the effects of these huge indus-tries is heartbreaking to me,” Dawson said after Blakeman concluded her presentation. “My prayer is for (my daughter) and for all of you that sometime soon we will choose a wiser path as far as priorities in this state,” Blakeman said. 
Lydia Waybright can be contacted at way-
bright19@marshall.edu.
Marshall alumnus links “Faith and 
the Enviornment” through lecture
By SON NGUYEN
THE PARTHENON The Marshall University Department of Hous-ing and Residence Life are collaborating with INTO Marshall on a project designed for Mar-shall students who are currently living in the residence halls.The new project, “Global Connections Living and Learning Community” is currently develop-ing and set to launch fall 2016 in Twin Towers West, one of the residence halls at Marshall.According to the department of housing and residence life website, living and learning com-munities are college or academia based and help students make friends in their respective majors, get to know faculty members and help achieve success academically. There are currently six LLCs in Marshall University’s residence halls. According to assistant director Britt Frye, each room in this community will consist of interna-tional residents and domestic residents. Both international students and domestic students will be able to choose to participate in the pro-gram when they sign up for housing.   “The purpose of the LLC is to get international students and our U.S students who might be in-terested in learning more about other cultures or maybe practicing their language skills and bring those student together and help them from the moment they step foot on campus to form a rela-tionship and build community with one another,” Frye said. Frye said certain programs are being planned for members of the LLCs, including a kickoff 
event in the form of a local retreat.“In the long term, we hope to offer courses as-sociated with the LLC or a course where both the INTO students and the U.S students will explore culture differences and communication,” Frye said. 
The department will also hire specific resident advisors to manage the community. According to INTO arrival and orientation coordinator Madison Smith there are 46 inter-national students who are currently living in the residence halls. The LLCs are open to Marshall students of all majors.
 Son Nguyen can be contacted at 
nguyen136@marshall.edu.
Housing and Residence Life offers Living 
and Learning Community for INTO students
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By CHRISTIAN HISMAN 
THE PARTHENON Marshall University swim coach Bill Tramel is in his fourth year at Marshall after coming from Minnesota University, where he coached for eight seasons. Since becoming head coach of the Herd, Tramel has taken the program to new heights. Marshall’s swimming program has improved in each of his three previous seasons, including a pro-
gram-best fourth place finish in the Conference USA in 2015. Tramel said it has been a long road getting the team to where it is now.
“When I first took over, we were in need of a culture change,” 
Tramel said. “Now, everyone is on the same page. And now, we 
are working together as a unit with a common goal.” Tramel said the success he has brought to the program is de-pendent on understanding each individual member of the team 
and finding the most effective ways to motivate them. 
“There’s not a one size fits all, especially in women’s swim-
ming,” Tramel said “You have a number of different personalities 
and the challenge is to find out what works for each individual.”Freshman Maddie Schaffer said Tramel has displayed a gen-uine care for each members of the team, and his impact has extended beyond coaching. 
“He is very supportive, and he is always there,” Schaffer said. 
“If I have a problem, I feel comfortable going to Bill with it.” Tramel said despite the relationship he has formed with his players during his tenure at Marshall, recruiting has still been a 
difficult component of his job. 
“Recruiting is always a challenge,” Tramel said. “It doesn’t matter what school you are recruiting for, it will always be a chal-
lenge. But I think we have a lot of great things to offer.”Tramel said continued success in recruiting will be necessary 
if the program is to take the next step and win a conference championship. Tramel said he thinks this season’s team is still a year away from competing for a conference championship, but he is deter-mined to bring one to the university.“We will win the conference championship, hopefully, next 
year,” Tramel said. “And once we win it, we are not going to lose 
it.” 
The C-USA Championships begin 6 p.m. Tuesday in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Aside from Marshall, the three-day tournament will feature 
Florida International University, Florida Atlantic University, the University of North Texas, Old Dominion University and Rice University.
Christian Hisman can be contacted at hisman@marshall.
edu.
Tramel changing culture of Marshall’s 
swimming and diving program
“When I first took over, we 
were in need of a culture 
change. Now, everyone is on 
the same page. And now, we 
are working together as a 
unit with a common goal.”    
– Bill Tramel
THE PARTHENON
Marshall freshman infielder 
Briana Daiss was named Confer-
ence USA Softball Co-Player of the Week, the league announced earlier this week.
In her first collegiate games, Daiss helped the Herd to two eighth inning victories Sunday at the Tro-
jan Invite in Troy, 
Alabama. In game one 
against Alabama State University, Daiss came to the plate to pinch hit in the bottom of the eighth inning with the game tied at two, one out and a run-
ner at first. The right-hander went after the second pitch of the at-bat and sent it over the 
right-field fence to give Marshall 
the walk-off 4-2 win.“To have Daiss come up huge with the game winner not once but twice in the same day 
was unbelievable,” head coach Shonda Stanton said in a news 
release. “As an athlete, you work for those moments. I gave her the hit-and-run sign, and she made a funny face as she stepped in the 
box. And as I turned to [Taylor]
McCord, who sent us to extras with her solo shot, and I said ‘Do you think she knows the signs?’ ‘Boom.’ She blasted a monster 
shot over the right field fence, 
and the Herd went crazy, flying 
out of the dugout.”Daiss started game two against host-team Troy University as the designated player. With two 
runners on in the top of the first 
inning and Marshall leading 1-0, the freshman roped a line drive into the left-center gap for a two RBI double. Daiss was responsible for both of the Herd’s runs in the third 
as she first hit a RBI single into center and then later scored on another base hit to center. 
Marshall held a 5-3 lead at that point.Troy tied the game in the bot-tom of the seventh, sending the Herd to its second straight extra inning contest. However, the Herd regained the lead and won its 
second game, 7-5, in large part due to a big hit by Daiss in the seventh inning. “In game two, the team was somewhat deflated when Troy tied it in the bottom of 
the seventh,” Stan-ton said. “Daiss’ laser shot without a doubt gave our group the boost we needed and confidence to finish the game.Stanton said Daiss’ debut may have been the most impressive in Herd history. “Her debut as a freshman wearing the green and white was something special to watch and probably the best in Herd 
history,” Stanton said.
Daiss finished the double-
header day 4-5 (.800) at the plate, scored three runs, drove in seven runs, one double and two 
Freshman Daiss named C-USA 
Softball Co-Player of the Week  
in her collegiate debut
“Her debut as a freshman 
wearing the green and white was 
something special to watch and 
probably the best in Herd history.” 
– Head coach Shonda Stanton
BY LINDSAY WHITEHURST
ASSOCIATED PRESS
Olympic gold-medal skier Picabo Street is headed for a May trial on misdemeanor domestic violence charges after her lawyer said Tuesday she turned down a plea deal in the Utah case.Street was defending herself from her 
combative 76-year-old father and expects to be cleared of the charges at trial, defense attorney Joe Wrona said.
He pushed to have a judge instead of 
a jury decide the case so it could come to trial more quickly.
“Picabo really didn’t have a choice on the 
morning in question,” Wrona said. “She had 
to take the action that she took.”
Street, 44, appeared in the Park City, Utah, court but did not speak during the hearing or to reporters. Her trial is set for 
May 3.
Prosecutors contend she started the Dec. 
23 fight that left cuts on Roland Street’s el-bow and neck. He told police his daughter started yelling after he hit her house while trying to drive away in snowy weather, and that the physical fight broke out after they went back inside.He has not been charged.Street turned down a type of plea deal commonly offered to first-time offenders that would have cleared her record if she had completed certain conditions such as treatment and staying out of trouble, pros-ecutor Robert Hilder said.
During the hearing, he asked the judge to order that public statements about the high-profile case remain civil.Judge Shauna Kerr told both sides to be on good behavior. “This case will be tried in 
this court, not in the media,” she said.Street is accused of throwing her father down two flights of stairs and locking him in a basement during the fight at her home 
near Park City.
She told 911 dispatchers that she “put” her dad down the stairs after he pulled her hair and scratched her face, according to a recording of the call. Her mother can be heard in the background disputing that version of what happened.Wrona says the skier cares for her aging parents as well as her own children and 
called 911 for help that day.Street remains free on bail. She is fac-ing three counts of misdemeanor domestic violence in the presence of a child and one count of misdemeanor assault. If convicted, 
she could face up to six months in jail on each count.Street had an illustrious skiing career 
highlighted by a gold medal at the 1998 Winter Olympics in Nagano, Japan, in the women’s super-G event. She also won sil-
ver in the downhill at the 1994 Olympics in Lillehammer, Norway, and competed in the 
2002 Games in Salt Lake City.She worked as an analyst for Fox Sports 
during the 2014 Winter Games from Sochi, Russia.
Ex-Olympian gets May 
trial date on domestic 
violence charges
Marshall University head coach Bill Tramel speaks with members of the media after a match last season.
RICHARD CRANK | THE PARTHENON
RICHARD CRANK | THE PARTHENON
Members of Marshall University’s swimming and diving team 
celebrate during at meet last season at Fitch Natatorium.
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Get your voice Herd
Want the chance to give your fellow students valuable advice?  Is there any topic you love to talk about, but you know 
your friends’ eyes glaze over when you talk about it? Whether it’s music, politics or Marshall University, The Parthenon is 
looking for regular 
columnists for its opinions page. 
Columns should be between 300-500 words, well-written and researched. Columns will be edited for grammar, libelous 
statements, available space or factual errors. 
This is your chance to let your voice be heard. 
For more information, contact managing editor Kaitlyn Clay at clay122@marshall.edu.
EDITORIAL
The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published 
by students Monday through Friday during the regular semester and 
Thursday during the summer. The editorial staff is responsible for news 
and editorial content.
The Constitution of the
United States of America
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to 
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances.
THE FIRST 
AMENDMENT
CONTACT US: 109 Communications Bldg.|Marshall University|One John Marshall Drive
Huntington, West Virginia 25755|parthenon@marshall.edu|@MUParthenon
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Please keep letters to the editor at 300 words or fewer. They must be saved in Mi-crosoft Word and sent as an attachment. Longer let-ters may be used as guest columns at the editor’s discre-tion. Guest column status will not be given at the author’s request. All letters must be signed and include an ad-dress or phone number for 
confirmation. Letters may be edited for grammar, libelous statements, available space or factual errors. Compelling 
letters  that are posted on The Parthenon website, www.marshallparthenon.com, can be printed at the discretion of the editors.
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For the latest in campus news
WHERE WILL YOU BE 
WHEN SOMETHING 
HAPPENS ON CAMPUS? 
PROBABLY ON TWITTER.
COLUMN
XOXO, Michael Brown
By MICHAEL BROWN 
THE PARTHENONThe readers submitted some ques-tions about life, love and everything in between. I answered them as honest as I knew possible. I’m here to keep it real with you when no one else is and to an-swer with no judgment because I don’t know you! I’m just a college junior who enjoys giving his opinion. Here are some of the questions I got this week:
Are girls obligated to plan dates 
sometimes?Yes. Why shouldn’t a girl plan a date sometimes? You have to give a little to get a little. Come on now ladies, you can plan a movie and dinner. You could keep it super simple. I don’t think you’re nec-essarily obligated, but trust me sweetie whoever you’re dating will appreciate it once in a blue moon. Remember, what you won’t do, someone else will. 
Does life ever slow down?The answer to this question is simple, no. Well, it depends on what you’re do-ing. If you’re doing too much with your life, then slow down, but life itself is not going to slow down for you honey. You need to go ahead and grab a snack and prepare yourself for the ride. 
How would you address the “im-
portance” of gender roles in society, 
and do you think they are important 
or not? Well, gender has always played a part in society. But as we progress these traditional and almost ritualistic gen-der norms and practices have become quite fluid. Women are now able to do things that only men would do and vice versa. The roles of your specific gender are becoming a thing of the past. That doesn’t mean that you have to aban-don what you believe or how you think people should act. It just allows others to do and be what and whom they want and are. 
Should I, as a man, feel obligated to 
pay for every date?Depends on who you’re dating, buddy. Does the person you’re going on dates with work? Are they extremely inde-pendent? Also, who is asking whom on these dates? It’s not always your obliga-tion to pay for a date. You can split the bill every now and then. 
How do you stay motivated 
throughout the semester? This is seriously a big struggle for me sometimes. I really have to sit myself down and remind myself of the bigger picture. Hard work pays off and the harder I work throughout each semes-ter, the bigger my reward one day. It 
also really helps to have people in your corner supporting you and pushing you to always do your best. I must say that I am extremely thankful to have people like that in my corner. If you don’t, then you are hanging around the wrong peo-ple, kiddo. So remember this the next time you find yourself ready to throw in the towel with school. Your hard work will pay off one day and your glow up is coming baby. Just keep pushing forward. To have your question answered, you can drop them off in the labeled box in the Parthenon lab for next week or tweet at MUParthenon with #XoxoMi-chael. You can also send questions to parthenon@marshall.edu
Michael Brown can be contacted at 
brown790@marshall.edu
This column is not intended 
to replace or substitute 
professional advice of 
any kind. This column, its 
author, The Parthenon 
and its publisher are not 
responsible for the outcome 
or results of following 
any advice in any given 
situation. 
Taylor Swift accepts the award for album of the year for 1989 at the 
58th annual Grammy Awards on Monday, in Los Angeles.
MATT SAYLES | AP PHOTO
After an eventful year follow-ing the release of the spunky pop album “1989,” Taylor Swift added another Album of the Year title to her shelf during the 2016 Grammy Awards. Swift took the opportunity during her acceptance speech to thank her supporters and address sexism in the Grammy industry. Swift concluded with a personal jab at rapper Kanye West, whose recently released song “Famous” states that he would “have sex” with Swift, saying he “made that bitch famous.” West, the radical Twitter ranter and clothing designer, has a his-tory of stealing Swift’s thunder. With the infamous interruption of Swift’s VMA victory for “You Belong With Me” in 2009, West has proven he has no shame in embarrassing himself instead of others. After a year, West apologized to Swift, but he soon backtracked the apology saying his disruption was 
validated as an act “selflessness.”#What?Fast forward to 2015. West graciously received his Video Vanguard Award during the MTV Video Music Awards—from Swift. West then proceeded to ramble about his presidency, but there were no signs of hostility. After years of petty banter between album releases and end-less Twitter rants from West, the waters seemed calm with the 
pair. That is, until West spits an awkwardly vulgar verse about Swift  which makes most cringe on behalf of West’s wife Kim Kardashian-West.  Swift began her Grammy ac-ceptance speech by thanking her co-executive producer Max Mar-tin, noting the importance of her 
victory as first female to win the “Album of the Year” title twice for the 2010 album “Fearless” and the 2014 album “1989.” Swift then took the chance to encourage females to be persis-tent in their voyages to success 
regardless of the flack received by jealous peers. “I want to say to all the young women out there that there are going to be people along the way who are going to try to undercut your success or take credit for 
your accomplishments and your fame,” Swift said. “But if you just focus on the work and you don’t let those people sidetrack you, someday when you get where you’re going, you’re going to look around and see that it was you and the people that love you that got you there. That will be the greatest feeling in the world.”For now, West’s Twitter is back to disconnected ramblings – com-pletely silent about the incident. Perhaps he should have consid-ered the consequences before he dishonored the Princess of Pop. Pay no attention to him, Taylor. Keep making history. 
Taylor Swift uses acceptance speech as an 
opportunity to motivate young women
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By AMANDA GIBSON
THE PARTHENONWhether we bleed green and white or blue and gold, it is no mystery Marshall University students and West Virginia University students are un-spoken rivals. The said rivalry seems to only rear its ugly head during football season and winter break, when students must return home and face their neighbors’ opposing gar-
den flags and “House Divided” license plates. But two history professors, one from Marshall and the other from WVU, have forged a bridge through academia that each university can relate to: a connection through West Vir-ginia history. Marshall associate profes-sor of American history Kevin Barksdale and WVU profes-sor of history Ken Fones-Wolf, collaborated on a project to create an online reader of West 
Virginia history, called “West 
Virginia History: An Open Ac-
cess Reader.”Fones-Wolf and Barksdale have known each other since Barksdale was a student at WVU, where Fones-Wolf was his teaching mentor. Now, both professors teach a West Vir-ginia history course at their respective universities. Both Fones-Wolf and Barks-dale said they have been discussing writing a textbook for years, but the idea of the open access reader project de-veloped within the last year. Fones-Wolf and Barksdale 
both edit “West Virginia His-tory: A Journal of Regional 
Studies,” which is a journal that comes out twice a year, composed of articles that provide scholarly historical in-formation about the state. The journal is where Fones-Wolf and Barksdale said they ob-tained most of the information for the reader. Barksdale said the open access reader is basically a col-lection of the best articles the journal has gotten over the past eight to 10 years, which 
they made available for free through collaboration with the West Virginia University Press and West Virginia University Libraries. Both professors said they are currently using the reader in their classes this semester. Fones-Wolf said the open ac-cess reader is a way to keep down the cost of textbooks for college history courses. 
“The goal of this is to really make new scholarship acces-sible to people, as opposed 
to making a profit off of it,” 
Fones-Wolf said. “And so that people in the academy, but also 
people just that are interested in the subjects, can have some of the latest research available to them without having to join a professional association or purchase an expensive book 
from a press.”Barksdale said the West Vir-ginia history class is taught at just about every university and college in the state. Barks-dale said he and Fones-Wolf wanted to alleviate some of the 
financial pressure on college students. 
“Dr. Fones-Wolf and I are 
pretty cognizant of how ex-pensive textbooks are and how university library budgets have 
suffered, and it’s very difficult,” 
Barksdale said. “You know, so much of what we do as histori-ans, so many of the secondary sources, the articles and stuff in journals, require a subscrip-tion. The amount of money put into those subscriptions has decreased every year. So we wanted to make some of these resources available to our 
students.”Fones-Wolf said eventually the reader could be used not only at the college level, but 
also at the high school level. 
“It certainly could be used 
more broadly,” Fones-Wolf said. 
“I mean, obviously, because we’re both professors, we think in terms of doing it for class-room use and such, but also there’s a lot of interest among the general public in the state, about the state’s past and what lessons we might learn for the 
present and the future.”Barksdale said another use for the reader could be in the eighth grade West Virginia history course, along with be-
ing of use to teachers in public schools who are teaching West Virginia history and citizens who want to know about the history and culture of their state. Fones-Wolf said the value of doing the project as a digi-tal publication is that it can be easily updated and there can 
be embedded links to films and other interactive elements. Fones-Wolf and Barksdale each said their long-term goal is to create a textbook that could be offered online and in print. Both agreed WVU and Marshall should collaborate 
more often. 
“It’s nice because it’s also a great example of Marshall and WVU working together to do something for the people of 
the state,” Fones-Wolf said. “We should be working together on 
lots of stuff. I mean, obviously there’s a friendly rivalry that sometimes is more focused on the rivalry than it is on the friendliness, but ideally the two major institutions of higher ed in the state should be working 
together.”Barksdale said he thinks the 
two universities working to-gether is a positive thing. 
“I think WVU and Marshall need to partner more, for a number of different reasons," Barksdale said.  "Not only to 
benefit students, but also to help promote higher educa-tion, to show the state how important the two universities are. This kind of project is a 
great example,” 
Aside from the benefits of the universities working to-gether, Barksdale said the open access reader also shows how important liberal arts are in the state of West Virginia and why 
the state should support liberal arts. Barksdale said there has been an emphasis on science, engineering, technology and 
math fields and a de-emphasis on the liberal arts. Barksdale said it has come into question what the liberal arts can give back to the state and why the state should fund liberal arts education. 
“I think this open access reader, and then potentially the open access textbook, are a great example of how the liberal arts in general and his-tory in particular, how they’re giving back to the state of 
West Virginia,” Barksdale said. 
“And how they’re a resource, an essential resource, for the cultural and historical devel-opment of our state and to 
preserve our state’s past.” Fones-Wolf said he hopes this is the beginning of a change in the thinking about how scholarship becomes ac-cessible to people for use in the classroom.
“There’s lots of stereotypes about the state, there are lots of myths about the state and 
its people,” Fones-Wolf said. 
“And you don’t have to dig very deeply to realize that it’s a very rich and complex history that deserves to be told with a good deal of respect for the things that West Virginians have achieved and the problems that 
they’ve faced.”
Amanda Gibson can be 
contacted at gibson269@
marshall.edu.
MU, WVU history professors collaborate on open access reader of WV history
"The goal of  this is to really make new scholarship accessible to people, as opposed to making 
a profit off  of  it so that people in the academy, but also people just that are interested in 
the subjects, can have some of  the latest research available to them without having to join a 
professional association or purchase an expensive book from a press." 
- Ken Fones-Wolf, Ph.D., WVU history professor
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Taylor Swift wins Grammy album of the year for "1989."
MATT SAYLES | ASSOCIATED PRESS
"Uptown Funk" by Mark Ronson ft. Bruno Mars wins Grammy record 
of the year.
An evening at the Grammys
MATT SAYLES | ASSOCIATED PRESS
Ed Sheeran's 'Thinking Out Loud' wins Grammy song of the year.
By REBECCA TURNBULL
THE PARTHENON
A fiction writer captivated students Tuesday, in room BE5 of the Memorial Student Center during a reading of his new book.Writer Tom Noyes started off this se-mester’s A.E. Stringer Visiting Writers Series by reading from his latest work 
in fiction, “Come by Here: A Novella and 
Stories.”Noyes said he hopes the event will inspire students who hope to pursue a ca-reer in writing.
“I certainly hope that they will kind of see this as a glimpse into something that they can see themselves doing some-day. Putting together stories, publishing a book, maybe doing a reading in sup-port of trying to sell that book and so 
on,” Noyes said. “I remember that being 
inspiring to me when I was an undergrad-
uate student.”Noyes said he wants his reading to keep people reading. 
“Something I think certainly makes for a good, strong culture is a culture of read-
ing,” Noyes said. “And of course as a writer, 
I want everyone to read books. So I hope going to literary events like this would 
make people enthusiastic about reading.”
Sophomore psychology and creative writing major Josh Knight said he comes to these literary events to reinforce the idea for himself and other aspiring writ-ers that writing is a career worth striving towards.
“Writers are the real heroes of our 
story,” Knight said. “Good writers take the time to think about things, which not a 
whole lot of people have time to do. It’s an important profession that a lot of people, 
I feel like, are discouraged from taking on, because it’s not necessarily like a reliable source of income. But when you see things 
like this, I feel like it can inspire people to go for something that maybe they’re pas-sionate about that doesn’t necessarily feel like something that mom and dad can be 
like, ‘Oh yeah, that’s a great idea.’”Visiting Writer Series coordinator and assistant professor of English and 
creative writing Carrie Oeding said the event was successful in engaging her own students, as well as introducing other students to writing they had not experienced before.
“It’s been a great event,” Oeding said. 
“Some of my own students were saying that they weren’t sure what to expect and they found themselves really engrossed in it. They were writing down quotes and 
everything. It’s great to have students come in, not be sure what they’re getting 
into and then be surprised.”Prior to the reading, Noyes was able to meet and discuss his work with a 
400-level fiction workshop class at Mar-shall University.Noyes said he was taken aback by how well some of the students had analyzed his stories and presented new ideas about them.
“I was very impressed with some of the insights they had, some of the questions they had. They were excellent questions 
and I could tell that they’re very sharp 
readers,” Noyes said. “I think that bodes well, because it’s hard to be a good, sharp, attentive writer if you’re not a sharp, 
attentive reader and I definitely saw evi-
dence of that in the Marshall students I 
met with.”The next Visiting Writers reading will take place at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 
31 in the third floor atrium of Drinko 
Library and will feature poets Heather 
Christle and Christopher DeWeese from 
Yellow Springs, Ohio.The event will be free and open to the public.
Rebecca Turnbull can be contacted 
at turnbull4@marshall.edu. 
PHOTOS BY REBECCA TURNBULL | THE PARTHENON
Writer Tom Noyes autographs copies of his latest fiction piece "Come by Here: A Novella and 
Stories" during the A.E. Stringer Visiting Writer Series on Tuesday in Room BE5 of the Memorial 
Student Center. 
Visiting Writers Series is one for the books
Noyes shares the inspiration behind his works 
on Tuesday.
